
Incredibly, this is CROSSO ID a PondeRoss 
1 PUBLICATION INTENDED (GHOD WILLING) FOR THE 

57th APA-F of Friday, March 19th, 1965 - It is 
CONJURED UP WITH DEMONIC INCANTATIONS BY ROSS 

Chamberlain at Djung Keep in Staten Island— 
(75 Arlo rd, S. I., N.Y.; fone yuggoth 1-9162)

A NOTE OF POLICY IN CROSSOID— CROSSOID WILL 

NOT BE HAVING FORMAL MC'S. COMMENTS WILL BB 

INCLUDED IN THE TEXT IN CONNECTION WITH THE 

TOPIC OR TOPICS UNDER DISCUSSION, AS A RULE. 
I EXPECT, IN THE FUTURE, I MAY WELL HAVE A 

COMMENTZINE, UNDER ANOTHER NAME, BUT IN THE 
MEANTIME, FOR CROSSOID, I THINK THAT I WILL 
MAKE SUCH COMMENTS AS I DO MAKE IN THE 5RD 

PERSON, RATHER THAN 2ND. WHILE THIS MAY 
CREATE AN AURA OF FORMALITY I WOULD OTHER­

WISE PREFER TO AVOID, MY FEELING IS THAT 
THIS WILL ACTUALLY TEND TO KEEP THE CON­
TINUITY OF THE WHOLE INTACT. I’M STILL 

WORKING THIS OUT-AFTER ALL, THIS IS ONLY 
MY UTH ZINE OF ANY KIND-AND ANYTHING CAN 

HAPPEN, BUT AT LEAST FOR NOW THIS WIU-BE 

MY WORKING POLICY.

THE BODY SNATCHERS when one first sees the 
THE LANDSCAPE... AT ANY RATE, I CAN ONLY

S
Y OF YOU MOVIE-GOERS REMEMBER A 

Woody woodpecker cartoon involving 
an INVASION FROM OUTER SPACE OF 
some sort of Martian or Venusian (or is 

THAT VENERIan?...WELL...) WOODPECKERS? 

I CAN'T EVEN REMEMBER IF THEY WERE BEAT­
EN OFF AT THE END, BY WOODY OR OTHERWISE! 
WHAT I DO REMEMBER, VIVIDLY, WAS THE FAN­

TASTIC SCENE OF THE ARRIVAL OF THEIR VAST 

FLEET OF SPACE SHIPS BLASTING DOWN THRU A 
ROARING RED SKY, A PERSPECTIVE SHOT THAT 
WAS TRULY AWE-INSPIRING AND POSSIBLY THE 
BEST AND MOST FRIGHTENING CINEMATIC IN­
VASION SCENE I CAN RECALL. COME TO THINK 
OF IT, I DON'T THINK I'VE EVER SEEN A MASS 
SPACE-SHIP INVASION IN A MOVIE (OR ON TV) 

OTHER THAN THAT ONE, SO COMPARISONS ARE 
IMPOSSIBLE ("ODIOUS" DOES NOT APPLY HERE), 

SAVE POSSIBLY WITH SOME SUCH SCENE AS THAT IN 

TREMENDOUS FIELDS OF PODS STRETCHING OUT OVER
WISH THAT THAT MARVELOUS SPACE SHIP INVASION SCENE HAD NOT HAD TO BE, IN MY OPINION, 
WASTED ON A FERGHOSSAKE WOODY WOODPECKER CARTOON.' I NEVER CARED MUCH FOR WOODY, WHO REP­
RESENTS (bad BUT APPROPRIATE DIVISION OF THAT WORD) A TYPE OF CHARACTED I DETEST (NOW 
"ODIOUS" APPLIES.'). I ALMOST INVARIABLY SYMPATHIZE WITH HIS OPPONENT. STRANGELY ENOUGH, 

Bugs Bunny is pretty much the same sort of character at times, yet I've never felt quite
AS ANTAGONISTIC TO HIM AS TO WOODY. WELL, I'VE NEVER LAID CLAIMS TO CONS ISTENCY...AND 

BESIDES, LET'S FACE IT, THE PEOPLE WHO DEVELOP THE LOONY TUNES CAN, IN TERMS OF INTELLI­

GENCE AND CREATIVITY, BEAT THE BEWHISKERS OFFA THE WALTER LANTZ PEOPLE WITH ONE HANO TIED 
BEHIND THEIR BACKS. ONLY THE UPI BUNCH CAN EVEN HOLD A CANDLE TO THEM----- I WON'T EVEN

MENTION TERRYTOONS, FOR FEAR OF UPSETTING SOMEONE'S DIGESTION------AND WALT DISNEY DOESN'T 
COUNT, SINCE I'M ONLY SPEAKING OF TRAILER-CARTOONS (OH, OCCASIONALLY HE STILL PUTS THEM 

OUT, I THINK, BUT IT'S TOO LONG SINCE I'VE SEEN ONE TO OFFER ANY COMPARISONS! THOSE I 
HAVE SEEN, LIKE "TOOT, PLUNK AND BOOM", IF I'VE GOT THAT NAME RIGHT WHICH I DOUBT, ARE 
OF AN ALMOST ENTIRELY DIFFERENT CLASSIFICATION). SUDDENLY, AS I WRITE, A HORRIBLE DOUBT 

ASSAILS ME, AND A COMPLETE BLANK IN MY MEMORY. WHO DOES THE TOM AND JERRY CARTOONS? ARE 
THEY IN THE LOONY TUNES FAMILY? MGM... I DON'T REMEMBER. SOME OF THEM ARE GREATER THAN 

ANY OF THE OTHERS PUT TOGETHER. ENOUGH OF CARTOONS, TILL I CAN GET^HAT STRAIGHTENED OUT.

LL STICK TO MOVIES GENERALLY THOUGH. I 
SAW ON THE TELLY THE 1953 FILM CALLED "ISLAND 

of Lost Souls" which was based on Wells' "The 
Island of Dr. Moreau", and starred Charles 
Laughton as Dr. Moreau, unfortunately, I 've 
NEVER COMPLETED THE BOOK, SO I CAN'T COMPARE 
them. There was a more recent picture, the 
NAME OF WHICH I DISREMEMBER, BUT WHICH HAD 

THE SAME BASIC THEME, INVOLVING THE MANIPULA­
TION OF GLANDS, ETC., IN A BLACK LEOPARD IN 

ORDER TO TRANSFORM IT TO NEAR-HUMAN SHAPE AND 
MENTALITY. THE '33 PICTURE, OF COURSE, DEALT
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w> H -m su:ii r. .:■ cujr.v2 • r the: attractive—in a "vampish",
EARLY 1930'S SORT OF WAY----- GIRL-CREATURE, WHOM THE HERO KISSES BRIEFLY, ONLY STOPPING 
WHEN HER NAILS...OR CLAWS. . .D IGG ING INTO HIS BACK APPRISE HIM OF HER TRUE NATURE. IT 

WAS RECEIVED SO EXECRABLY ON MY TELEVISION THAT IT WAS DIFFICULT TO CATCH WHAT WAS GO­

ING ON AT ALL TIMES, BUT FROM WHAT I COULD SEE THE PHOTOGRAPHY AND DIRECTION SEEMED 

QUITE GOOD----- CERTAINLY BY COMPARISON WITH MOST MORE RECENT PICTURES.

At last Friday's Fanoclast meeting Ted White told me that my drawiids style was remi­
niscent OF THE 1930 'S. I WAS A LITTLE STARTLED, BUT ON REFLECTION NOT UNPLEASED. THERE 

IS MUCH OF THE ILLUSTRATION OF THAT PERIOD THAT I DON'T CARE FOR, BUT ON THE OTHER HAND 

THE ATTITUDE TOWARD ILLUSTRATION, PARTICULARLY WITH REGARD TO FANTASY ILLUSTRATION, IS 

ONE 1 GREATLY ADMIRE. THE ROY KRENKEL, JR., AND FRANK FRAZETTA COVER ILLUSTRATIONS ANO 

LINE-DRAWINGS FOR THE ACE ERB SERIES WERE A REAL PLEASURE TO BEHOLD, FOR AMONGST CURRENT 
ARTISTS THEY SEEM TO HAVE MORE OF THIS ATTITUDE THAN ANYONE ELSE I CAN THINK OF. I DON'T 
KNOW IF I CAN DEFINE IT VERY WELL. TRUTH TO TELL, I AM ONE OF THOSE @X.'# PEOPLE WHO DON'T 

KNOW MUCH ABOUT ART BUT KNOW WHAT THEY LIKE SO EXCORIATED BY ARTISTS WHO KNOW WHAT THEY'RE 

doing, like Steve Stiles, and I think rightfully so. I've never studied art formally to 
THE POINT WHERE I CAN SPEAK OF 'STYLE'KNOWLEDGEABLY, OR KNOW PRECISELY WHAT IT IS THAT 
SEPARATES a great WORK FROM A MERELY GOOD ONE----- OR, FOR THAT MATTER, WHAT IT IS THAT 

SEPARATES a calendar LANDSCAPE FROM A GOOD ONE. I CAN SEE THERE IS A DIFFERENCE, BUT 

TO SAVE ME I CAN'T PUT MY FINGER ON IT. I RECOGNIZE MY LACK IN THIS RESPECT, AND FOR 
THAT REASON I CANNOT CONSIDER MYSELF AN ARTIST WITH A CAPITAL 'A'. I HAVE A CERTAIN FA­

CILITY FOR DRAWING, YES, BUT, TRULY, I AM EMBARRASSED BY PEOPLE WHO CALL ME AN ARTIST 

ANO SAY THINGS LIKE "WHY ARE YOU WORKING IN A PLACE LIKE THAT WHEN YOU COULD BE MAKING 
BIG MONEY SOME PLACE?" IN THIS CONNECTION I MIGHT MENTION ANDY PORTER'S ENTHUSIASTIC 
RECEPTION OF SOME STUFF I BROUGHT IN TO THE FANOCLAST MEETING THE OTHER NISHT. I CANNOT 

TRUTHFULLY SAY I DIDN'T ENJOY IT OR THAT I WAS NOT FLATTERED BY IT, BUT AFTER TED WHITE 

LOOKED AT IT AND LISTENED TO ANDY'S COMPARING ME TO STEVE STILES TO STEVE'S DETRIMENT, 

Ted's eloquent shrug was like a breath of fresh air.' I appreciate Andy's enthusiasm, . 
BUT I WOULD SUGGEST THAT A LITTLE REFLECTION WOULD SHOW THAT JUST IDEAS SET FORTH, WITH 
A FEW TRICKS TO MAKE THEM LOOK FAIRLY GOOD SHORT OF SCRUTINY, WILL NOT STAND UP AGAINST 
WORK SUCH AS STILES' OR OTHERS WHO HAVE THE BACKGROUND AND KNOWLEDGE I AS YET PARTIALLY 

LACK. I CERTAINLY HOPE----- EXPECT------ TO HAVE IT ONE DAY; INDEED, I THINK THE INFLUENCES OF 

THIS MARVELOUS WORLD OF FANDOM, WHICH SEEMS TO INCLUDE A STRATA OF INTELLIGENT HUMANITY 

I AM ONLY TO HAPPY TO HAVE BEEN WELCOMED INTO, WILL BE OF NO LITTLE HELP TO ME IN THIS 

RESPECT, AS FOR THAT MATTER IT HAS ALREADY.

Richard Strauss had a timepiece that went tick tock tock tick tock tock...naturally he

Perhaps, to get back to the earlier business anent the art of the 30's and the attitude 
TOWARD FANTASY ART OF THAT TIME, THE WHOLE THING BOILS DOWN TO THAT MUCH-VAUNTED "SENSE 

OF WONDER" I KEEP HEARING REFERENCES TO. I GOT ONTO THAT NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF TED WHITE'S 

COMMENT ABOUT MY STYLE, BUT BECAUSE OF THINKING ABOUT THIS BUSINESS OF THE EARLY FANTASY 

movies. Witness Fritz Lang's things..."Metropolis" and...what was the title? "Girl on 
THE MOON"? OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT...RIGHT ON INTO THE FORTIES, WITH "STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN", 

"The Bishop's wife", "Portrait of Jennie", the Mr. Jordan pictures..."Alias Nick Beal" 
(which I saw on TV a week or so ago). There was something in the treatment of those 
PICTURES...ALMOST AN AFFECTION FOR, OR DELIGHT IN, THE SPECIAL EFFECTS, A RESPECT FOR 
THE "SENSE OF WONDER1', THAT DARN FEW MOVIE-MAKERS SHOW NOW. PERHAPS THE CLOSEST I'VE 

SEEN TO IT LATELY WAS IN "THE DAY THE EARTH CAUGHT FIRE". HAD "GOODBYE CHARLIE" BEEN 

DONE A DECADE AGO, IT MIGHT CONCEIVABLY HAVE GOTTEN SOMEWHERE... THE IDEA WAS THERE. NOT 

THAT THERE WEREN'T CLINKERS BEFORE, BUT...  

, CALLED IT HIS WRIST-WALTZ... ■ ... (*whew* almost forgot.')
WELL, FOLKS, I SEE OUR TIME IS RUNNING OUT...IT'S THURSDAY NIGHT, AND I'M DODBLASTED IF 
I'M GONNA START ANOTHER COUPLA STENCILS JUST NOW. TUNE IN NEXT WEEK... Z?


